SHAKESPEARE  AND
Enter Lincoln, Doll, Clown, George Betts, Williamson, others,
and a Sergeant at Arms.1
LINCOLN          Peace, hear me.  He that will not see a
red herring at a Harry groat, butter at
elevenpence a pound, meal at nine
shillings a bushel, and beef at four nobles
a stone, list to me.
GEO. BETTS       It will come to that pass, if strangers be
suffered. Mark him.
LINCOLN          Our country is a great eating country,     5
argo they eat more in our country than
they do in their own,
CLOWN BETTS   By a half-penny loaf a day. Troy weight.
LINCOLN          They bring in strange roots, which is
merely to the undoing of poor prentices,
for what's a sorry parsnip to a good heart?
WILLIAMSON     Trash, trash; they breed sore eyes, and   10
'tis enough to infect the City with the
palsy.
LINCOLN          Nay, it has infected it with the palsy, for
these bastards of dung, as you know they
grow in dung, have infected us, and it is
our infection will make the City shake,
which partly comes through the eating of
parsnips.                                                  15
CLOWN BETTS True, and pumpions together.
Here the Sergeant interrupts the clamour.
SERGEANT        What say you to the mercy of the king, do
you refuse it?
LINCOLN          You would have us upon th'hip, would
you? No, marry do we not; we accept of
the king's mercy but we will show no
mercy upon the strangers.
1 The stage direction, and many of the names of the speakers, sometimes
contracted, were added in the hand of C. The writer of the text (D) allotted the
speeches in this passage to Lincoln and the Sergeant, and marked the remaining
speeches by the word other (oth.t o.).
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